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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-8 are pending in this office action. 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed September 2, 2008, have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Claim Rejections 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Handelman etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,774,546). 

Regarding claim 1 . Handelman et al. teaches a method of storing and 
transmitting information generated by a first security module connected to a user unit, 
the first security module includes a unique identifier and specific information 
representative of its functioning, the first security module being able to be replaced by 
a second security module, the method comprising: 

• Determining the specific information contained in the first security module 

intended for transmission (col. 5, lines 7-20 and fig. 5, ref. num 108), 
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• Transferring the specific information into the user unit (col. 5, lines 21-33), 

• Storing the specific information in the user unit (col. 5, lines 46-55), 

• Replacing the first security module by the second security module (col. 3, lines 
49-60), 

• Connecting of the user unit on a transmission network (fig. 1 , ref. num 1 6 and 
18), 

• Initializing a transfer of information between the second security module and a 
management center (col. 3, line 61 through col. 4, line 9), and 

• Inserting the user unit, of a data block in the blocks transmitted by the second 
security module, the data block includes the identifier of the first security 
module and the data specific to the first security module (col. 3, line 66 through 
col. 4, line 8). 

Regarding claim 2 , Handelman et al. teaches wherein the transfer of the specific 
information of the first security module is carried out at regular interval (col. 3, lines 52- 
55). 

Regarding claim 3 , Handelman et al. teaches wherein the transfer of the specific 
information of the first security module is carried out each time the information is 
modified (col. 3, lines 61-62). 
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Regarding claims 4, 7, and 8 , Handelman et al. teaches wherein the transfer of 
the specific information is stopped after the replacement of the first security module by 
the second security module (col. 5, lines 33-45). 

Regarding claim 5 , Handelman et al. teaches wherein the transfer of the specific 
information is authorized as soon as a successful connection with the management 
center has been carried out (col. 3, line 66 through col. 4, line 8). 

Regarding claim 6 , Handelman et al. teaches wherein the transfer of the specific 
information is authorized by a command sent by the management center (col. 3, line 66 
through col. 4, line 8). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant argues: 

a. Handelman et al. does not teach transferring the specific information into 
the user unit (page 9). 

b. Handelman et al. does not teach inserting the user unit, of a data block in 
the blocks transmitted by the second security module, the data block including 
the identifier of the first security module and the data specific to the first security 
module (page 10). 
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Regarding argument (a), examiner disagrees with applicant. Data is transferred 
from one card to the next, as admitted by applicant (last paragraph of page 9). Figure 3 
of Handelman et al., shows a card reader/writer unit. The unit includes a processor (62) 
and a memory (64). The data that is transferred from one card to the next MUST go 
through the card reader/writer unit, which uses the processor and memory. This is 
further explained in Handelman et al. at column 4, lines 32-45. Therefore, the specific 
information is transferred into the user unit when transferring of data takes place 
between the two smart cards. 

Regarding argument (b), examiner disagrees with applicant. Column 3, line 66 
through column 4, line 10 of Handelman et al., teaches that a parent card is inserted 
into one slot while a new main card is inserted into the other slot. The parent card 
provides authentication, verification, and validation of the new main card. 
Authentication, verification, and validation requires identification of the subject, in this 
case the new main card, and data specific to the first main security module, which 
would be the billing information. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRANDON S. HOFFMAN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3863. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser G. Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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